 



MINUTES OF MARSTON MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 18TH MARCH 2026

PRESENT: Cllrs A Hathaway, P Randall, A Chamberlain, F Monson, Unitary Cllrs H Hobhouse and K Messenger and L Gibbons (Clerk).

Open session – One member of the public was present.
The Ownership of the Village Hall is being questioned by the Hall Committee.  We need to investigate the legal documents that should be held by the hall committee to confirm the constitution for the hall and the ownership of the car park.

1. 1.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Cllr D Smith and M Whittell
1. 
1. 2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – None 

1. 3.  THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 21st JANUARY 2026 - Were agreed and 
1. signed.

4.  MATTERS ARISING – Co-option of new Councillor: - We are still advertising the vacancy and will continue to look for anyone who might be interested.

5.  REPORTS FROM SOMERSET UNITARY COUNCILLORS, PARISH REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES AND COUNCILLORS ON THEIR AREAS OF INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY – HH confirmed that the precept will rise by 4.4%.  The Government has currently agreed to pay 90% of our SEND costs.  
HH has raised again the possibility of us having the ability to close roads in the event of a flood.  There will however be a requirement for a number of people to hold section 14 certificates if we decide that we want to do this.  This is a two-day course, for which the PC would have to pay for each volunteer.
The SRA flood report, which contains many recommendations, was sent to HH after our last meeting.  He was asked to follow this up with the SRA.
89 million has been promised in grant funding for flood relief schemes in Somerset.
The Octagon Theatre has obtained planning permission for its scaled back re-development scheme.
There are currently a lot of robberies being reported in the area, so please be extra vigilant.
There are a number of road closures coming up over the next few months, so please look out for signs.  Information is also available on the Somerset Council website.

6. TRAFFIC ALLEVIATION ISSUES / SID – Both SID’s are working well.  AC and PR are downloading data regularly.  This will be shared periodically with Cllrs.
Another car hit the wall by the Church earlier this month, causing further damage.  AC will follow this up with Somerset Highways.

7. PLAY PARK; MONTHLY CHECKS – PR has carried out the weekly inspections.  There are no critical safety concerns to report currently.   We need to contact the welder to carry out more repair work on the skate ramp.  FM to follow this up.
PR will arrange a painting party for later in the spring.

8. FOOTPATHS AND RIGHTS OF WAY –
A walk of the footpaths in the village, with secateurs, will be undertaken by Councillors in the spring.  Others will be encouraged to join in.  A date will be arranged before our next meeting.

AC provided a report of work already and due to be undertaken on our footpaths.  Thanks were offered to him and E Wynne of Somerset Council for their work on these matters.

Stiles will be replaced with pedestrian gates on Y15/12 at the entrance to railway field and Y18/7 at the junction of Sherborne Rd.  
The collapsing bridge on Y18/7 will be repaired by Somerset Council.  
A pedestrian gate will replace the barrier at Thorney DMV North Field on Y18/7.  
The route of a permissive path to extend route of Y18/7 inside field to Hinton Cross has been arranged in principle with the landowner.
E Wynne will be posting us some footpath waymark signs.  AC will install these once received.

9. MOATFIELD – There are currently no new issues to report.

10. FLOODING ISSUES / FLOOD PLAN – Nothing new to report.  

11.  VILLAGE HALL – The hall is likely to need more financial support as it is not currently covering its costs with the level of bookings it receives.  PR will discuss the best way in which we can help.

12.  GRASS CUTTING FOR THE PARK, VILLAGE HALL AND CHURCHYARD – AC will discuss the future of the grass cutting with the volunteer team.  We will make a decision regarding employing a contractor once we know what they wish to continue with.

13. CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS / COMMUNICATIONS / ACTION TRACKER UPDATE – The tracker is in place and working.  AH is in position to arrange the launch of the ‘Village come together’ meeting.  This will take place at our Annual Parish Meeting in May.  

14. AUDIT ASSERTION 10 REQUIREMENTS - Update
Our website has been migrated, and each Councillor has been provided with a dedicated ‘.gov.uk’ e-mail address in order to meet the new Audit requirements.  A deadline was set for the 31st March for all Councillors to set up their new e-mail accounts.  The new addresses will be used from that date for all Council communication.
 
15.  CORRESPONDENCE – We have received a complaint about the state of the road outside Easton Farm on Rimpton Road.  It also notes that the opposite ditch is also blocked and needs digging out.  

AC has had a look at this problem.   He advised us that the water is accumulating in a large pool at a low point in the road.  There are no gullies/storm drains that far out from the village, but it needs a person with a spade to clear a channel through the sediment at the side of the road to allow the water to drain away into the field.
LG to report the issue to Somerset Highways.

16. PLANNING 
(a) APPLICATIONS CONSIDERED (UNDER STANDING ORDER 3(b)(xvi)) BEFORE THIS MEETING: None

(b) APPLICATIONS FOR CONSIDERATION: None

(c) APPLICATIONS RECEIVED AFTER THE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA: 26/00484/FUL West End Farm, Little Marston Road – Retention of an existing dwelling, conversion of outbuilding as an annexe to the existing dwelling as approved (with access) under permission 25/00110/S73A and change of use of land to garden.  – The PC has no further comment regarding this application.

(d) PLANNING DECISIONS RECEIVED:  None

17.  FINANCE -  
(a) INVOICES FOR PAYMENT: - All Payments approved. 

	L Gibbons
	Clerk Salary/Expenses (Jan – Mar)
	
	£747.76

	Inland Revenue
	Payroll Tax
	
	£179.80

	Somerset Council
	Bin Collection Oct - Dec
	
	£101.40

	Jimmy Flynn Web Services
	Gov.uk e-mail & Website set up + year 1 fee
	
	£435.00

	Somerset Council
	Bin Collection Jan - Mar
	
	£101.40



(b) REPORTING OF INVOICES PAID PRIOR TO THE MEETING: None.

(c) BANK RECONCILIATION: This was agreed and signed.

(d) CLERKS SALARY REVIEW:  It was agreed unanimously to increase the clerk’s salary by the increment detailed in the Local Government pay review (point 26).

18. QUESTIONS AND ITEMS ARISING AFTER THE PREPARATION OF THIS AGENDA, SUCH MATTERS ARE FOR NOTING OR DEFERRAL TO A FUTURE MEETING: 

DATES OF THE NEXT MEETINGS:  Wednesday 20th May 2026 This will be the ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 6:30 FOLLOWED BY ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING AT 7:00pm
1. 
1. 

