
MARSTON MAGNA ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
HELD AT 6:30pm ON WEDNESDAY 20th MAY 2026

Representatives of Parish organisations, clubs and institutions were invited to give short presentations.

A Tuck spoke on behalf of the Village Hall.
The Committee has tried many different events to engage the community and raise funds for the hall.  Attendance is mixed and they often struggle for support.  The hall is currently running at a deficit of around £1500 per year.  The cost of insurance has doubled since they made a claim for damage to the oil tank, following the attempted theft of oil.  They also anticipate needing to spend a significant sum on a new heating system to replace the current boiler and oil supply.  The necessity of a grant from the PC to help towards the cost of this was discussed.

R Horner provided the following update from the Church.
Marston Magna Church is one of five churches whose members have combined to form "The Ark Group".  Instead of gathering in small numbers in our separate villages, we now meet all together in one of the churches every Sunday (the third Sunday of the month in Marston).  The result is that five small congregations have become one large one, averaging 35-40 people each week.  The Vicar makes sure that the service never lasts longer than 45 minutes, and people always stay at least as long again chatting over coffee afterwards.  A devoted group of church members prepare services, arrange flowers, maintain the building and the churchyard, ring the bells, make coffee and perform the countless other tasks that keep us running.  New and returning members regularly come along and our numbers continue to grow.  

MINUTES OF MARSTON MAGNA ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 20TH MAY 2026

PRESENT: Cllrs A Hathaway, P Randall, A Chamberlain, D Smith, Unitary Cllr K Messenger and L Gibbons (Clerk).

a.    Election of Chair:  A Hathaway was nominated and elected unanimously.
b.    Election of Vice Chair:  A Chamberlain was nominated and elected unanimously.
c.    Declaration of acceptance of office for Chair, Vice Chair: Were signed.
d.    Co-option of new Councillor: No-one has come forward yet.
e.    Review of special areas of responsibility: These were agreed.

        Highways (including 2 x SID’s) - AH / PR
        Playpark - PR
        Defibrillator- DS  
        Publication of Notices on notice board - DS
        Flood Representative - AC
        Footpaths - FM / MW
        Moatfield - MW / AC / AH

Open session – One member of the public was present.  A question was raised about what action the parish could take to reduce flooding. This has been discussed extensively over the last few years, and any new ideas are welcome.  
The access for cyclists and pedestrians between Queen Camel and Marston Magna was raised.  For anyone who does not drive, you cannot follow a footpath for the whole route.  AC agreed to reach out to Queen Camel PC to see if we could work collaboratively to come up with a workable solution.

1. 1.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Cllr M Whittell and F Monson, Unitary Cllr H Hobhouse
1. 
1. 2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – None 

1. 3.  THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 18th March 2026 - Were agreed and 
1. signed.

4.  MATTERS ARISING – Co-option of new Councillor: - We are still advertising the vacancy and will continue to look for anyone who might be interested.

5.  REPORTS FROM SOMERSET UNITARY COUNCILLORS, PARISH REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES AND COUNCILLORS ON THEIR AREAS OF INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY – KM reported that our local politicians have been campaigning for Leonardo’s, the re-opening of the Yeovil Maternity unit and for a reduction on the tax on red diesel for farmers.  Somerset Council voted today to increase the funding for SEND children.  Council funding is in a better position now, so pressure to reduce funding is easing.

6. TRAFFIC ALLEVIATION ISSUES / SID – Both SID’s are working well.  AC and PR are downloading data regularly.  This is shared periodically with Cllrs. 
The Camel Street SID is located alongside the A359 outside Orchard House, about 110m south of the start of the 30mph speed limit.  We recorded for a period of six weeks. 73570 vehicles were registered – an average of 1840 vehicles per day.  This was slightly less than the last period we recorded which averaged 2000 per day. 
During April and the beginning of May, 40% of vehicles recoded were exceeding the 30mph limit, mostly in the 31 – 35mph range.  4% of vehicles exceeded 40mph.  This is a small % but still represents over 70 vehicles per day.

7. PLAY PARK; MONTHLY CHECKS – PR has carried out the weekly inspections.  There are no critical safety  concerns to report currently.  PR will arrange a painting party for early in the summer.

8. FOOTPATHS AND RIGHTS OF WAY – A walk of the footpaths in the village, with secateurs, will be undertaken by Councillors.  Others will be encouraged to join in.  Date to be arranged.
See APM above regarding footpath connectivity between Queen Camel and Marston Magna.

9. MOATFIELD – There are currently no new issues to report.  The grass will be cut before the Village Fair.

10. FLOODING ISSUES / FLOOD PLAN – Nothing new to report.  Any volunteers to join the flood team would be extremely welcome.  

11.  VILLAGE HALL – See the report in the APM above.   

12.  GRASS CUTTING FOR THE PARK, VILLAGE HALL AND CHURCHYARD – The volunteer team that carry out grass cutting have confirmed that they are happy to continue for the time being and have requested a donation of £1200 to the Church, towards the cost of this.

13. CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS / COMMUNICATIONS / ACTION TRACKER UPDATE – We agreed to get quotes for a new notice board by the end of June, to support an application to the Village Fair for funding. DS will co-ordinate this.

14.  CORRESPONDENCE – None

15. PLANNING 
(a) APPLICATIONS CONSIDERED (UNDER STANDING ORDER 3(b)(xvi)) BEFORE THIS MEETING: None

(b) APPLICATIONS FOR CONSIDERATION: None

(c) APPLICATIONS RECEIVED AFTER THE PUBLICATION OF THE AGENDA: None

(d) PLANNING DECISIONS RECEIVED:  26/00484/FUL – Retention of an existing dwelling, conversion of outbuilding as an annex to the existing dwelling as approved (with access) under permission 25/00110/S73A and change of use of land to garden – West End Farm, Little Marston Road – Application permitted with conditions.

16.  FINANCE -  
(a) INVOICES FOR PAYMENT: - All Payments approved. 
	Lloyds Bank
	Service Charge
	
	£4.25

	MMPC Parish Magazine
	Donation
	
	£500.00

	Grass cutting-Churchyard & Village Hall
	Donation
	
	£1200.00

	TP Jones & Co LLP
	Payroll Services
	
	£85.92

	Zurich Municipal
	Annual Insurance Premium
	
	£647.59

	SALC
	Membership Fee
	
	£225.22

	L Gibbons
	Clerk Salary and Expenses
	
	£38.00

	Information Commissioner's Office
	Data Protection Fee
	
	£47.00



Receipts -   Precept - £6240
                    Vat Reclaim - £199.91

(b) REPORTING OF INVOICES PAID PRIOR TO THE MEETING: None.
(c)   ANNUAL ACCOUNTS AND BANK RECONCILIATION: The accounts have been circulated for Cllrs to review. These were approved.
(d)   APPROVAL OF THE ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT: This was agreed and signed by the Clerk and Chair.
(e)   APPROVAL OF ACCOUNTING STATEMENT: This was agreed and signed by the Clerk and Chair.
(f)    AGREEMENT TO APPOINT INTERNAL AUDITOR: H PRIVETT. This was agreed.
(g)   AGREEMENT TO THE CERTIFICATE OF EXEMPTION (AGAR 25/26): This was agreed and signed by the Clerk and Chair.
(h)   APPROVAL OF THE USE OF A VARIABLE DIRECT DEBIT: ICO annual fee. This was agreed.
(i) BANK SIGNATORIES: LG, AH and PR are current signatories to our Lloyds bank accounts.  

The Notice of Public Rights to inspect our AGAR, the accounting records and any associated documents for the year 2024/2025, will be published 28th May 2026.  The inspection period will be from 3rd June till the 14th July 2026.

17. QUESTIONS AND ITEMS ARISING AFTER THE PREPARATION OF THIS AGENDA, SUCH MATTERS ARE FOR NOTING OR DEFERRAL TO A FUTURE MEETING: 

DATES OF THE NEXT MEETINGS:  Wednesday 22nd July 2026 AT 7:00pm
1. 
1. 

